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1. Change of Cross-Strait Relations before & 

after May 20, 2008

From divergence to convergence

From confrontation to negotiation

From antagonism to cooperation 
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1. Change of Cross-Strait Relations before & 

after May 20, 2008

Look squarely at reality, 

Build mutual trust, 

Put aside disputes, 

Create a win-win situation

I. Preface
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The talks between Chiang Pin-kung, Chairman of Taiwanôs Straits Exchange 

Foundation (SEF), and Chen Yunlin, Chairman of mainland Chinaôs Association 

for Relations Across the Taiwan Strait (ARATS)

Results of the Chiang-Chen talks

The first round of talks :June13 , 2008

Signed the ñMinutes of Talks on Cross-Strait 

Charter Flightsò and ñCross-Strait 

Agreement on Travel by Mainland 

Residents to Taiwanò(1)

The fourth round of talks :December 22, 2009

Three agreements on agricultural product   

inspection and quarantine(10); cross-strait 

cooperation on industrial product standards(11), 

inspection and certification; as well as on fishing 

crew collaboration(12). 

The third round of talks :April 26 , 2009

The two sides completed and signed agreements on joint 
crime-fighting(6) and mutual judicial assistance, cross-
strait financial cooperation(7), and regular cross-strait 
flights(8). They also reached a consensus on matters 
pertaining to promoting mainland investment in 
Taiwan(9).

The second round of talks :NOV. 4 , 2008

Confirmed the content of the four agreements on 

cross-strait air transport(2) , sea transport(3), 

postal services(4), and food safety(5)
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Trade Milestones in Taiwan: Taiwanôs foreign trade turned  a surplus for the first time in 1971; 

Taiwanôs foreign trade value exceeded US$100 billion in 1988and exceeded US$200 billion in 

1995. Total trade value has continued to grow rapidly since 2003,exceeding US$300 billion in 

2004, exceeding US$400 billion in 2006and exceeding US$496 billion in 2008, which was more 

than 120 times greater than in 1971, thus becoming the 18th leading exporter in the world.

Rapid Growth in Trade

Data Source : DGBAS, R.O.C. ;WTO

TAIWAN TOTAL TRADE VALUE 

1971

3.9

2. Challenges to Taiwanôs Trade Development
Taiwanôs trade performance over the years

2008

496.1

1988     

110.2

1995 

217.3

2004    

351.1

2006 

426.7

2007 

465.9

2009

378.4

(Unit: US$ billion)

Ranking Country

1 Germany

2 China

3 US

4 Japan

5 Netherlands

6 France

12 South Korea

13 Hong Kong

14 Singapore

15 Saudi Arabia 

16 Mexico

17 Spain

18 Taiwan

2008 Ranking of Global

Exporters in Merchandise
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Due to the rapid slowdown in the international economycausedby the global financial

tsunami, Taiwanôsexports have declined for elevenconsecutivemonths sinceSep. 2008.

According to the latest export performance, the worst situation endedin the 4th quarter

of 2009with exports amounting to US$59.8 billion, an increaseof 8% comparedwith the

previous3 quarters of consecutivegrowth; though it hasnôtfallen back to the 2008level .
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Severe plunge in Taiwanôs exports since Sep. 2008
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Data source: Taiwan Directorate General of Customs
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 Taiwan's Share of Trade in GDP from 1998 to 2009

TOTAL TRADE 77.9 77.7 89.8 80.3 83.5 91.2 106.1 107.4 117.1 121.6 126.6 99.7

EXPORT 40 40.7 46.2 43.3 45.5 49.3 55.1 55.9 61.5 64.4 65.2 53.7

IMPORT 37.9 37 43.6 37 38.0 41.9 51.0 51.5 55.6 57.2 61.4 46

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Data Source: DGBAS, R.O.C.
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Taiwan is an export-oriented economy and foreign trade has played a vital role in 
Taiwan's economic development over the past years. Taiwanɵs trade contribution has 
accounted for around 60-70% in recent years, showing the importance of trade in 
Taiwan's economic development.

Trade contribution to Taiwan's economic growth 

Data sourceȸDirectorate General of Budget, Accounting and Statistics, Executive Yuan

Note: The economic growth rate in 2001 and 2009 are negative, hence the contribution can not be calculated.

1999 5.97 2.70 3.27 -0.67 0.57 -0.46 3.27 5.70 2.43 54.77

2000 5.80 5.65 3.03 0.19 2.07 0.36 0.15 9.01 8.86 2.59

2001 -1.65 -6.21 0.62 0.27 -5.18 -1.93 4.56 -4.73 -9.29 -----Note

2002 5.26 2.84 2.12 0.24 0.27 0.22 2.42 5.81 3.39 46.01

2003 3.67 2.37 1.85 -0.18 -0.02 0.72 1.30 5.53 4.23 35.42

2004 6.19 7.34 3.27 0.08 3.12 0.88 -1.15 8.86 10.01 -18.58

2005 4.70 1.85 1.81 0.03 0.64 -0.63 2.86 4.86 2.00 60.85

2006 5.44 0.95 0.92 -0.09 0.02 0.10 4.49 7.34 2.85 82.54

2007 5.98 1.34 1.23 0.25 0.12 -0.27 4.65 6.49 1.85 77.76

2008 0.73 -1.54 -0.33 0.08 -2.36 1.07 2.27 0.40 -1.88 310.96

2009 -1.87 -3.34 0.83 0.42 -2.20 -2.39 1.48 -6.47 -7.94 -----Note
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3. What We Confronted / will Confront

�¾ Taiwan acceded to WTO as a formal & full 

member on Jan. 1, 2002

�¾ WTO Rules:

�‹ Standstill

�‹ MFN

�‹ National Treatment

�‹ Transparency

I. Preface


